
 Ladybird Class – Reception – Autumn 1 2022 

This overview is intended to give you a flavour of some of the things that your child will be learning this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Development: 

Our first model text is called ‘Three Billy Goats Gruff’, which is a fun 

traditional tale. More information about how we deliver our literacy 

teaching will be shared with you later in the term. We will also explore 

other texts, such as: Big Bear, Little Bear, Starting School, All Are 

Welcome, So Much!, How Can I fill a bucket today? Harvest 

You might like to: 

-Share what your favourite books are at home. 

-Notice similarities and differences between characters in books, 

celebrating how they are unique and special to one another. 

-Build your own bridge for the three little billy goats and re-enact the tale! 

Hook into the new half term: Wonderful Me!  

The main focus of this half term is to help your child to settle into their new school routines and learning environment. We want them to feel as confident and 

happy as possible to come to school! Our theme ‘Wonderful Me’ focuses on teaching our children about how we are all special and unique individuals who make 

up a diverse and wonderful community within our school.  

Some of the things we will be learning about will include: 

-What makes us special: Similarities and differences between ourselves and others          -What our interests are and what strengths we already have                              

-The value of friendship and collaboration with others                                                        -How to keep safe within our new learning environment 

-How homes and houses around the world can look very different                                       -How we can initiate or join in with play                                                                                

 

                        
 

Mathematical Development: 

During this half term, these are some of the skills that we will be teaching: 

-Counting: learning how to count with 1:1 correspondence; understanding 

cardinality- knowing when to stop counting as a set is complete; knowing the 

order of number names through verbal sequencing and many more skills too. 

-One More/One Less: Understanding early language around adding and 

subtracting, thinking about how quantities increase and decrease.  

-Understanding the value of a number: Focusing on 0-4, we will be 

learning about how to represent and recognise these numbers in a variety of 

different ways, such as subitising (recognising the total amount instantly). 

 



 
Phonics:  

We will begin to learn about the sounds that individual letters make, and how these sounds can 

blend together to make words through our Phonics scheme called ‘Little Wandle’. Further 

information about what ‘Phonics’ is and how we teach Phonics will be available for you soon. Below, 

I have indicated which sounds we will focus on each week, so that you can support your child to 

learn these sounds at home. The sounds we will learn this half term are as follows:         

(12/09) s, a, t, p   (19/09) i, n, m, d   (26/09) g, o, c, k   (03/10) ck, e, u, r   (10/10) h, b, f, l   

(17/10) Review All 

You could look for these sounds when you are shopping in a supermarket or play games of I-Spy 

to draw attention to the initial sounds that words start with. There is a fantastic video online on 

the ‘Little Wandle’ website, which shows a young child enunciating the sounds correctly. This is 

the way we will teach your child to pronounce the sounds, so it would be helpful if you could be 

consistent. Link: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

(Watch the video: ‘Phase 2 Sounds taught in Reception Autumn 1’) 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development (Jigsaw / PSHE): 

 

Our first topic is called ‘Being Me’. This will 

involve your child: 
 

-reflecting on their interests and what 

makes them unique and special 

-thinking about their family tree 

-learning about feelings and emotions; 

recognising how these can be experienced 

by themselves and their peers 

-understanding why we have rules, rights 

and responsibilities; thinking about how we 

will keep ourselves and others safe and 

happy within our new learning environment 

 

 

 

Creative Development: 

During this half term, there will be opportunities 

for your child to learn about drawing, mark making 

and many other creative skills, specifically 

focusing on self-portraits. We will learn lots of 

new songs too, and this is one fun song you could 

sing at home, to the tune of ‘Here We Go Round 

the Mulberry Bush’: 

This is the way I swish my tail, 

Swish my tail, swish my tail. 

This is the way I swish my tail,  

Because I am a T.rex! 

 

This is the way I stomp my feet, 

 Stomp my feet, stomp my feet.  

This is the way I stomp my feet,  

Because I am a T.rex!  

 

This is the way I roar out loud,  

Roar out loud, roar out loud.  

This is the way I roar out loud,  

Because I am a T.rex! 

 

 
 

Could your child innovate the song into another 

character that they love? E.g., This is the way I 

start my engine… Because I am a car!  

 

Physical Development: 

We will be learning new fun team games 

which the children can play as they get to 

know the members of their new class and 

make new friendships. This will involve 

opportunities for teamwork and co-

operation. 

Geographical Enquiry:  
 

Our first topic is called ‘A Place Called 

Home’. This will involve your child thinking 

about how families around the world are all 

unique; providing opportunities to compare 

and contrast similarities and differences 

between themselves and others. 

 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

