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    News updates from Old Buckenham Primary School & Nursery 

September 2022: Autumn 1 
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YEAR ONE 

NEWSLETTER 

KEY DIARY DATES 

PE: Monday and Tuesday this 

half term. 

13/9: Roald Dahl Day- children 

can wear yellow 

21/9: Meet the Teacher  

23/9: Jeans for Genes day- 

fundraiser 

30/9: Individual & sibling 

photographs 

         Harvest Festival 

1/10: Black History Month- We 

would love to share some of 

our learning about this with you 

on the 19/10 at 2.30pm.  

10/10: World Mental Health 

Day- children can wear green. 

12/10: Reading Café from 9.00. 

Welcome! 

Welcome back to school and into Hedgehog Class. We 

are so excited to have started the year so well with a 

new class, a new classroom and some new members 

for the teaching team!  

Year 1 Team 

Miss Sarah Moll, Miss Leanne Saggers, 

Mrs Lissa Tayler and Miss Zoë Button. 

At Home 

Reading: Each child will have a decodable phonics reading 

book once we have completed our September assessment, 

which they will already have read several times in school. New 

this year, your child will be working their way to earn a place 

on the ‘Reading Rainbow.’ To get their place on each colour, 

they will have to have read 10 books. To achieve this target, 

we have calculated that your child should read at least three 

times a week. To achieve a place on the Reading Rainbow, 

evidence of reading must also be recorded on our online 

system ‘Go Read.’ When your child earns a place on a 

rainbow colour, they will receive a certificate in Special 

Mention Assembly.  

Your child will also bring home books which are to be read to 

them, which they will choose. Being read to fosters a love of 

reading, provides knowledge, fires the imagination and builds 

language. We are passionate about reading! 

Maths: activities finding the possible additions and 

subtractions within numbers to five, and then to ten would be 

helpful, e.g. 0+3=3, 1+2=3, 2+1=3, 3+0=3. This can be very 

practical, and it is great to find opportunities to check this in 

different contexts: your child has one carrot on their plate and 

you add three. How many do they have now? It can also be 

prediction: your child has five toys out. If you put two away, 

how many would be left?   

We use lots of resources to help us visualize and subitise 

numbers. Dice patterns in games build this, as do the resources 

numicon, which you can find pictures of 

here:bit.ly/NumiconPictures  
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Our Lessons: Curriculum Information 

English (Reading) Children will continue on their Little Wandle phonics journey, expanding 

their knowledge of graphemes used to represent phonemes and their skills at blending and 

segmenting to enable them to become confident readers. Children will be looking at phase 

5, which introduces alternative spellings alongside consolidating previous learning. Reading 

is essential in Year one and a key focus for our learning; your support with this is really valued.  

English (Writing) Again, phonics skills are key to us becoming writers. Children will rehearse 

and explore writing words and sentences, and begin to understand that sentences are units 

of meaning which are built with words. They will be supported to recognise and use capital 

letters and simple punctation, including finger spaces. Children will build their confidence 

and skills and be encouraged to use interesting vocabulary through modelled and shared 

writing sessions, such as writing postcards inspired by The Snail and the Whale. 

Maths Number and Place Value We are focusing closely of the numbers to ten this half 

term, building a deep understanding of number composition and patterns, the order of 

numbers and number bonds. We will look at reading and writing the numerals and words 

and addition and subtraction within ten. Children will have lots of opportunities to notice 

links and patterns and to subitise numbers (recognize an amount without counting). Strong 

understanding of these early numbers really supports our work going forwards. 

Science In Year one there is an ongoing thread of learning about seasons, weather and 

change in Science, so we are spending time investigating and exploring outside and 

deciding what this tells us. We will then be able to revisit and compare our observations 

across the year.  

RE Philosophy How do people decide what is right and wrong? Children will be considering 

the words right and wrong and what they mean to us, drawing links with rules, laws and 

religious teachings. 

 
PSHCE Being Me We will be building a feeling of class community, developing an 

understanding of our rights and responsibilities within  a class and thinking about the choices 

we make and the consequences that some choices can have. ‘Jigsaw Jack’ helps children 

to share their thoughts and feelings during these lessons. 

Geography What is the geography of where I live?  In geography we will start with our 

immediate location, building an understanding of where we are in the UK and the world. 

We will first begin by trying to define what geography actually is! 

Art-Spirals We are using big and small movements to create spirals in a range of media, 

which will develop into snail and shell drawings. Art aims to be a positive process and 

exploration which can lead to fun and variable outcomes!  

DT-Free standing structures We will explore existing structures, then creating our own in a 

range of ways. These structures should stay standing when let go! This will link to the story of 

the Billy Goats Gruff and the bridge that they trip-trapped over. 
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How can you help your child at home? 

Reading regularly at home is vital. Decodable books are closely matched to 

children’s phonics learning; the sounds and words on the inside cover are a great 

starting place ahead of reading and provide additional practice. Reading is not just 

about decoding, but also about comprehension. Encourage children to read back 

sentences to build fluency and understand the content. Asking questions, such as 

those suggested on the back page of decodable books supports this. 

Playing games which involve numbers, reading and counting is great for children, 

helping them learn through play and building these skills alongside turn taking and 

dealing with winning and losing. Really focus closely on the numbers to ten for now. 

Questions, Queries and Concerns 

If you have any queries or concerns, please either telephone or email the school 

office who will forward your message as appropriate and we will get back to you as 

soon as possible.  

 

Many thanks for your support. 

Sarah Moll 

PE 

PE lessons will be on a Monday and Tuesday this half term. Please can children arrive in school 

wearing their PE kit on these days. Please bear in mind that lessons may continue in light rain, so 

a long-sleeved top/sweatshirt (in line with our uniform policy) would be suitable. Your child can 

also wear tracksuit bottoms in line with our uniform policy.  

Snacks and Water Bottles 

Fruit/vegetable snacks are provided in school at break time, so children should not bring in 

additional snacks for the school day. Children must bring a bottle of still, plain water to school so 

that they may drink whenever they are thirsty (a sip bottle is ideal, helping avoid spills).  They are 

not allowed to bring fizzy or flavoured water.  

Equipment 

Children should bring their book bags in daily. Reading books must be returned on a Friday; we 

cannot send new reading books home until the previous ones are returned. All belongings 

should be clearly labelled which will hopefully prevent our lost property pile growing too large! 

 

 

 

Computing- Technology around us We will consider some of the helpful technology in our lives 

and begin to familiarise ourselves with using lap tops, naming the parts, using a mouse, 

logging on and using a keyboard. 

PE we will have a Cricket coach visit us on Tuesdays this half term. On Mondays, we will be 

developing ball skills, including rolling, throwing and kicking with increasing control.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


