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Dear parents, carers, 

What a busy half term it has been! There is much to celebrate at Old Buckenham: the children and staff 

have all been working very hard. Here are some of the highlights since our last newsletter: 

Year 6 Residential to Kingswood 

Our Year 6 class enjoyed their residential trip to Kingswood at the end of November. Highlights of the week 

included the climbing wall, leap of faith and zip lining. The fun didn’t stop at the end of the day, but carried 

on into the evening with exciting activities such as a nightwalk, with the week culminating in a campfire 

and hot chocolate. Thank you to Mr Brown, Mr Grass and Mrs Thomas for organising and giving up their 

time to ensure that our Year 6 children were given this amazing opportunity! 

                          

 

 

Year 3 Trip to Ancient House 

On 1st December Year 3 visited Ancient House in Thetford as part of their learning in history about the 

Stone Age. The children had a fantastic day, having a go at knapping an obsidian pendant each.  
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The obsidian was brought from hashi kuso mountain in Japan. The children also handled artefacts that 

people living at that time would have used as part of their daily life. 

   

 

Thomas Taylor Author Visit      

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 were fortunate to meet Thomas Taylor at the start of December. A popular 

author amongst our pupils, being able to have the experience to meet a real writer and hear them speak is 

a lifetime opportunity. Thank you Mrs Sydney for coordinating this.  

Christmas activities            

As a school we have been able to celebrate this time of year with a number of different activities. We 

enjoyed wearing our Christmas jumpers on 10th December and although our plans to attend church for our 

Christingle service had to be cancelled, we were pleased to be able to celebrate Christingle with Reverend 

Steve Wright via zoom.  

Everyone enjoyed the school Christmas lunch and the children also enjoyed watching a virtual pantomime: 

Jack and the Beanstalk.  

All of the children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 performed well in their Nativity. Hearing all of 

the joyful songs and witnessing the buzz on the days of recording was a delight! The Christmas story was 

re-told very well by them all.; we are so proud.  Although we have not been able to invite you in to watch 
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this live, we are pleased to have shared a link via email with all parents in those year groups for you to be 

able to access at home. 

Our Christmas festivities culminate in the class Christmas parties. Thank you to the Families Association for 

donating some treats to use as prizes for the party games.  

Supporting our local community 

We believe in the importance of helping those who need it most at Old Buckenham Primary School and are 

pleased to be able to share a number of different ways that we have contributed to making the lives of 

those who may need help, better. 

 

• £176 raised as part of our non-uniform day for Children in Need.   

• £106 collected in our recent Christmas Jumper Day.          

Many thanks for your generous donations to our Reverse Advent Calendar this year. The Daisy Programme 

were extremely grateful when they collected from us yesterday. We are very grateful to Mrs Canwell for 

organising and coordinating this so that so many people in our community, particularly during the difficult 

times we find ourselves living through, can be helped. 

Jo from the Daisy Programme has posted a message stating:  ‘ This will make a huge difference to the lives 

of those whom Daisy Programme supports.’ 

 

 

Well done to our school choir who sang at the Old Buckenham Christmas Tree Lighting event on Sunday 

12th December. The children led the way, singing Jingle Bells and We Wish You a Merry Christmas in front 

of the Christmas tree on the green. Huge thanks to Mrs Canwell, Miss Hunt and Miss Moll for taking the 
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time to practice with this group of children from Years 2- 5 after school during this last term. Thank you to 

all parents who supported this event, ensuring that their children were able to give up their own time to 

represent our school. 

 We look forward to more performances in the future! 

Keeping Safe 

Attached to this letter is a copy of  our December online safety newsletter to support with keeping your 

child safe. This month’s newsletter provides some useful information around safety on tablets as well as 

keeping safe when using a mobile phone for the first time. 

As we approach the holiday period, we would like to remind you of some of the services you can access 

should you require support during this time. 

Call 111 NHS Non-emergency advice line 

Call 101 Police Non-emergency line 

Norfolk & Suffolk: 24/7 First Response Service. If you need help for a mental health crisis or emergency, 

you should get immediate expert advice and assessment.  Call: 0808 196 3494. 

Norfolk: Safeguarding concern for a child? Call: Children’s Advice and Duty Service (CADS) 0345 800 8020  

Suffolk: Customer First: 0808 800 4005 

Domestic Abuse Helpline 24 hrs: Call 0808 2000 247  

Norfolk and Suffolk: Leeway Domestic Violence and Abuse Services Helpline Call: 0300 561 0077 

Childline - If you’re under 19, you can talk to Childline about any concern you have. Call: 0800 1111. 

Samaritans - If you just need to talk, any time of the day or night, these services offer confidential advice 

from trained volunteers. Call: 116 123 

NSPCC:  If you're worried about a child, even if you're unsure, contact the helpline for advice and 

support.  Call:0808 800 5000. 

Kooth - Free Online counselling and peer support for 11 - 25 year olds 

Young Minds Crisis Messenger text service provides free, 24/7 crisis support for young people who are 

experiencing a mental health crisis and need support. Text: YM to 85358 

Finally… 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a merry Christmas and a happy new year. These last 

couple of weeks have been particularly challenging with many of our school community fighting off the 

germs that we can find ourselves facing at this time of the year, without including COVID-19 in the mix. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nsft.nhs.uk%2Ffirst-response%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075704987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FEUUsjlqT8X12Ay33K5kRHDnx%2FawiQ0JTKz5C2AaUhE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunitydirectory.norfolk.gov.uk%2FServices%2F8938%2FChildren-s-Advice-an&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075714957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2Q80XmtnRw2tDDWRGXcFfvXs2018xafO%2BOlMqcgdaMc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalahelpline.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075714957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FGIHA5%2FDtnww41gI0oXAz%2FYm4D5zFUCjA3NYr16iCnw%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leewaysupport.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075724919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=bq5%2BgJNEDoxHFo0TOS4tJUV1FbCKpwL1zU1CU1WT9zI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childline.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075724919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DvQT58ULGC4vz3m%2Ffr%2BUQWtrM8j3HJYiwEPp2Fh%2FtE8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samaritans.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075734869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Mqo67Fyi34osHd1Diz4ZJ9mzQvWIbgADp%2BnCLLPRRhs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075744834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cCWD1HF9tPv8%2BQKgDvTFYFn1AS281FyRChZ8SsqsQ80%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kooth.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075744834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LTyJMKY0YeEhcKt%2Fkt09d3JHxKEl1KEsLar21ASRbgg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoungminds.org.uk%2Ffind-help%2Fget-urgent-help%2Fyoungminds-crisis-messenger%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ch.mitchell%40obps.set.education%7Cb4d596d2bf1341e4145f08d9c0986055%7Ce149e10c3d5e48d5be320cec1b9d148b%7C0%7C0%7C637752583075754783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=P7BBI6PjIS%2BuQuBEoFoNzzSASKG7NEF4gEgm7fqnBqQ%3D&reserved=0
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We hope that you stay safe and can enjoy time with friends and family.  

We look forward to welcoming you back to school on 5th January 2022. The school is closed on Tuesday 4th 

January 2022 for a staff INSET day. 

Kind regards, 

H Mitchell 

Headteacher 

 


