
      NEWSLETTER: JULY 2021 

 
Dear parents, carers, 

This is my final newsletter of this academic school year 2020-2021, and I am wishing 

you all an enjoyable and well-deserved summer break after what has been a long 

and ‘challenging’ year.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 

has played a part in a successful school year in the life of Old Buckenham Primary 

School and Nursery. This does include all of you, particularly for your efforts as 

teachers of your own children during our period of lockdown in January; the way that 

we have all worked together to ensure the very best for our children should be 

commended. 

Thank you to the Families Association; despite a pandemic, they have been able to 

continue to raise funds for our school through their innovative ideas. Recently, £156 

has been raised through the school’s participation in the Old Buckenham Yard Sale 

and over £250 has been raised through the sale of the children’s tea towel. Thank 

you to Miss Day for her hard work creating our school’s entry to the Scarecrow 

competition in the village. It truly does seem that ‘everyone wants to join our school.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you also to our governors for their hard work and support this year. 

I would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to all of the staff for all that they have done 

this year to deliver to our school community either in class ‘bubbles’ or through 

‘remote learning’. Thank you for your patience and fortitude; whatever became the 

‘new normal’ you calmly rose to the challenge and continued to try your very best for 

our children.  

 

 



Well done to all pupils; we are proud of the resilience they have shown during these 

strange and uncertain times. Good luck to our Year 6 pupils as they venture onto the 

next chapter of their education at High School. We will miss you!  

We were delighted to be able to celebrate the time that our Year 6 pupils have spent 

at Old Buck. The ‘Camp Out’ at Old Buck on Friday 16th July was a great success; 

children enjoyed many activities including archery and cooking marshmallows over a 

campfire. Thank you to Brown Bear for organising and Mr Sippett for helping to 

ensure that we had enough tents for the children to sleep out under canvas. 

The celebrations have continued until the very end of term, with an ‘Oscars’ themed 

Prom. Thank you to the working party of parents led by Hedgehog and supported by 

Mrs Canwell, who have devoted their time to support Mr Brown with ensuring that 

such a celebration can take place. The Families Association have also kindly 

purchased hoodies for every Year 6 child to have as a memento of their time at Old 

Buck. Our children are very lucky to have such wonderful experiences.  

This summer term has been as busy as ever with exciting events happening across 

the school. 

School Trips 

Year 3 visited Norwich Castle as part of their study about pre-historic times. They 

had a wonderful time exploring Iron age metals used to make coins, learning how to 

braid in the Bronze age, learning about and re-enacting the Stone age and they even 

had the opportunity to be archaeologists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs class visited Strangers Hall in Norwich as part of their learning in History 

about Robert Kett. The children had a fun -packed day 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed participating in the Kwik Cricket Festival at Framlingham 

Earl school. After a year of limited contact, it was particularly enjoyable to be able to 

mix safely with children from other schools. 

        

Year 4 enjoyed visiting Old Buckenham Country Park, a chance to promote the 

wonderful local community and participate in some Forest School style activities. As 

well as their ‘virtual visit’ to London, they visited the Science Museum and travelled 

on the tube, participating in a range of experiments. 

   

 

Ladybirds class had a fun-filled day visiting the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, 

learning about sea creatures. Through Google Earth, they took a virtual trip under 

water and learnt about other oceans, countries, and continents, expanding upon our 

recent learning around the world map.  

 

 



                                              
Our school is entering a competition via GoRead called the Summer GoReadathon. 

This will be a UK wide challenge to see which school can log the most good quality 

reading across the summer holiday.  

The competition launches Monday 12th July and runs until 1st September.  

All you need to do is log reading with your children across the break. We all know 

how important reading is so we hope that you will encourage your children to be part 

of this fantastic event.  

Don’t forget: Norfolk Summer Reading Challenge is also taking place through your 

local library (see attached poster). Participation in this challenge will also provide 

your child with the opportunity to increase their reading log whilst also providing your 

child with a chance to earn a medal from the Norfolk libraries service. 

Further information and the leaderboards can be found here: 

go-read.co.uk/goreadathon  

There will also be prizes for the best classes, children and parents so get reading! 

Thank you for your support during our trial period of a digital reading record for our 

pupils. We will continue to use this in September, and it will replace the paper-based 

reading record book that you have been used to.  

                          

                                                  

 

Are you looking for academic, creative, active or wellbeing 

resources for the summer? 

We would like to sign post you to the following resource: 



Parents: looking for resources for the summer? | Oak National Academy 

(thenational.academy)  

This FREE resource contains a wealth of teacher-led videos and pupil-friendly activities 

which will help you to prepare your child for transition into their new class in September. 

These resources have been designed for your children to be able to access and complete 

activities independently. 

     

 

 

A different approach to Sports Day this year with each year group remaining in their bubbles 

and moving round a carousel of activities that included relay running, silly race, javelin throw, 

obstacle course and long jump. Mr Grass was extremely impressed with the attitude towards 

every event, from every child (including our wonderful Nursery children)! There must, 

however, always be a Sports Day winner and this year the Green Team were victorious just 

pipping the Yellow Team to take the plaudits.  

And now, the end is near… 

We look forward to welcoming all our pupils back after the summer break on Monday 6th 

September at 8.45am. In light of the ever-changing guidance that we find ourselves 

receiving in response to the pandemic, we will be in contact at the start of September to 

update you on the drop off and collection arrangements as well as any other key information. 

Please see below for key term dates for your information: 

Autumn Term  

Monday 6th September Children return to school 

Friday 22nd October Children break up for half-term 

Monday 25th- Friday 29th 
October 

Half term 

Monday 1st November Children return to school 

Friday 17th December Children break up for Christmas holidays 

Monday 20th- Monday 3rd 
January 

Christmas break 

Spring Term  

Tuesday 4th January INSET day- Children not in school 

Wednesday 5th January Children return to school 

Friday 11th February Children break up for half term 

Monday 14th- Friday 18th 
February 

Half term 

Friday 1st April Children break up for Easter holidays 

Monday 4th- Tuesday 19th 
April 

Easter break 

Summer Term  

Wednesday 20th April Children return to school 

Friday 27th May Children break up for half-term 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/summer-learning-parents
https://www.thenational.academy/summer-learning-parents


Monday 30th May- Friday 3rd 
June 

Half term 

Monday 6th June Children return to school 

Thursday 21st July Last day of summer term 

 

Have a restful and safe summer break. 

Mrs Mitchell 


