
 Ladybird Class – Reception – Spring 1 2023 

This overview is intended to give you a flavour of some of the things that your child will be learning this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Development: 

Our next model text is called ‘Monstersaurus’, which is based on the book 

by Claire Freedman. We will be learning this text with a specific focus on 

developing children’s oracy as they learn the structure and sentence 

starters within the text, amongst other exciting texts too! 

You might like to…  

-help your child to learn about famous inventors and influential scientists, 

such as Sir James Dyson, as we explore how Monty is a young inventor, as 

he tries to invent a fantastic friend to play with. 

-encourage your child to explore technological objects at home from the 

past, such as old telephones and how these compare to modern day items; 

linking into the development of historical enquiry skills. 

Mathematical Development: 

During this half term, these are some of the skills that we will be teaching: 

-Subitising: learning how to spot and recognise numbers instantly without 

the need to count. 

-Comparison and Composition: Understanding number bonds within 

numbers, improving number sense and relationships between different 

values. Compare these values and relationships with other numbers. 

-Pattern: Working out relationships between consecutive numbers orally, 

pictorially and with manipulatives.  

-Shape: Recognising a wide range of 2D and 3D shapes; reflecting on the 

properties and relationships these shapes have with one another.  

 

Half-termly Curriculum Strand: Extraordinary People 

As a fun hook into this topic, we will begin in the fantasy world with play around Superheroes, as many of our children have shown us recently that they love this! 

We will reflect on the talents, skills and unique qualities that different superheroes have, as we engage in imaginative play and explore your child’s interests. We 

will then encourage our children to think about real life extraordinary people. We noticed last half term that many of the children in Ladybird Class started to 

develop an interest in a range of different role play activities which we will build upon. Our children’s interests will continue to influence where our learning goes 

next as we look at a range of extraordinary people within different professions, such as scientists, carers, police officers and many more interesting occupations. 

We will also explore the important role that our incredible NHS staff play in keeping us all as safe as possible within the current climate, reflecting on how we 

look after our mental and physical health and well-being. We would absolutely love your parental engagement- Please do speak to us if you have any expertise that 

you would be willing to talk to our children about. We would be very grateful! 

At home, you could: 

-Encourage your child to think about what extraordinary talents they might wish to have in a fantasy context, as well as the talents that they have in real life.  

-Discuss how different people help us through their professions and / or through their personalities and characteristics. 

-Talk to your child about your own job or jobs family members engage with; reflecting on the dreams, goals and aspirations that these people have! 

 

 



 Phonics:  

We will continue to learn about the sounds that letters make, specifically focusing on digraphs. 

Following on from last half term, we will also continue to develop the important skills of blending 

and segmenting these sounds together at word level. In turn, this will help us to read sentences. 

Below, I have indicated which sounds we will focus on each week, so that you can support your 

child to learn these sounds at home. The sounds we will learn this half term are as follows:  

(04/01) Review Week (09/01) ai, ee, oa, igh (16/01) oo / oo, ar, or (23/01) ur, ow, oi, ear 

(30/01) air, er & double letter consonants- e.g. tt, pp (06/02) polysyllabic words / Assess Week 

You could look for these sounds when you are reading books for pleasure, or when playing board 

games. There is a fantastic video online on the ‘Little Wandle’ website, which shows a young child 

enunciating the sounds correctly. This is the way we will teach your child to pronounce the 

sounds, so it would be helpful if you could be consistent. Link: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ (Watch the video: 

‘Phase 3 Sounds taught in Reception Spring 1’) 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development (Jigsaw / PSHE): 

 

Our next theme is called ‘Dreams and Goals’. 

This will involve your child: 
 

-setting targets and goals about what skills 

they wish to try to improve this half term 

-supporting your child’s learning behaviours; 

specifically focusing on motivation, 

engagement, perseverance and teamwork. 

-celebrating their own achievements and the 

achievements of others. 

-learning about different jobs and 

occupations, exploring how these roles might 

be appealing / inspirational for your child. 

 

 

 

 

Creative Development: 

During this half term, there will be lots of 

opportunities for your child to improve their 

creative skills. They will engage with activities 

which develop the following skills: drawing, 

painting, constructing, acting and singing; amongst 

many others. Here is a song that you could sing at 

home, which we will also teach at school: (This is 

sung to the tune of ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5. Once I Caught A 

Fish Alive’.) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, take my super-car to drive.  

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, turns into a car again. 

 

10, 9, 8, 7, 6, practising my superhero kicks.  

5, 4, 3, 2 and 1, super-speedy super-run! 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, into the water I can dive, 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10, my super suit is dry again. 

 

10, 9, 8, 7, 6, come and see my super tricks, 

5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, being super’s so much fun! 

 

 
 

Perhaps you and your child could come up with 

another verse to extend the song! 

 
 

 

Physical Development: 

Within our PE sessions, our class will be 

learning ball skills, which will develop their 

co-ordination, movement and balance. They 

will play fun games and learn how to work 

collaboratively with others as part of a 

team! 

Historical Enquiry: 
 

We will be studying a very influential and 

significant character in recent history- 

Winston Churchill. We will be developing 

children’s chronological skills as we explore 

resources and study stories and accounts 

of the past; encouraging children to infer 

and deduce from historical sources. 

 

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

