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Teaching and Learning Policy 

 
Introduction  
 
The Primary curriculum rationale 
 

• The curriculum at Old Buckenham Primary School & Nursery is designed to provide a 
broad and balanced education that meets the needs of all pupils and gives them the skills, 
knowledge and understanding to prepare them for their future lives. 

• It ensures that academic success, creativity and problem solving, reliability, responsibility 
and resilience, as well as physical development, well-being and mental health are key 
elements that support the development of the whole child and promote a positive attitude to 
learning. 

• The curriculum provides learning that has local, national and international dimensions in 
order to promote celebrating diversity while supporting the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development.  

 
 Reception children follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation stage. 
Reading is taught using synthetic phonics (Little Wandle Letters and Sounds), a mix of reading 
schemes and real books as we want children to develop a love of reading. Use is made of the 
literacy and maths strategies where appropriate along with bespoke topics and themes planned 
by staff and the children.  
 
Pupils are still working on the Early Learning Goals of the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum as they enter Year 1. There is a period in the Autumn Term where the majority of 
children progress to the National Curriculum. Throughout this period and beyond all children are 
still developing their phonic knowledge through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Programme 
and developing their fluency in reading through paired and short burst whole class reading 
sessions.  
 
The primary curriculum includes the core areas of learning and experience which are essential to 
the child’s development, and which are defined within the National Curriculum. These are: 
English, Maths, Science, Computing and Religious Education. These are taught both discretely 
and in the context of the real world. They will also study the following foundation subjects: History, 
Geography, Art, Design & Technology, Music, Physical Education and French (MFL). We also 
deliver Personal, Social, Health, Emotional education. This includes Relationships and Sex 
Education appropriate to the ages of the children.  
 
Broad areas of learning that take place across the school are: 

• The development of communication skills through literacy, that is, speaking, listening, 
writing, reading and information handling. 

• The development of mathematical skills and mastery of maths through numeracy, that is, 
number, shape and space, measures, investigation and data handling. 

• The development of environmental enquiry through history, geography and science. 
• The development of physical skills through gymnastics, games, and swimming. 
• The development of aesthetic and creative arts through music, art, design dance and 

drama. 
• The development of attitudes and values through citizenship, religious education and 

personal, social and health education issues. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
http://oldbuckenham-pri.norfolk.sch.uk/Newsite/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Mastery-Statement.pdf
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• The development of skills and attitudes which will help the children achieve economic well-
being in the future. 
 

National requirements and school requirements are mapped out as a whole school and then 
individual year groups plan the curriculum for their pupils accordingly. The curriculum is 
underpinned by the school’s Core Values (Resilience, Problem Solving, Reflection, Teamwork 
and Empathy) and these are taught on their own and through other areas of the curriculum, 
including assemblies. The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils and their 
understanding of the core values of our society are woven through the curriculum.   
 
 The outdoor environment is considered an opportunity for active learning for all our pupils. The 
school grounds have been developed so they can enrich different curriculum areas. 
 
Pupils have opportunities to share their learning with each other, their parents and carers and 
other learners through school-based and external exhibitions, performances, competitions and 
events involving other schools. Developing their independence and motivation as learners and 
their sense of responsibility as future citizens is at the heart of all our teaching and learning. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
We expect every teacher to deliver effective or highly effective lessons- no child deserves less.  
 
By adopting a whole school approach to teaching and learning across the school we aim: 
 

• To provide consistency of teaching and learning across our school. 

•  To enable teachers to teach as effectively as possible through support and CPD . 

•  To enable children to learn as efficiently as possible and at a deep level, ensuring 
retention of skills and knowledge. 

•  To give children the skills they need to be lifelong learners. 

•  To provide an inclusive education for all. 

• To learn from each other through the adoption of a collaborative approach to teaching and 
learning, where good practice is share. 

 
Effective Teaching 
 
Effective learning only comes about from effective teaching. As it is the expectation of the school 
and the Governing Body that all lessons are effective or highly effective, teachers are actively 
encouraged to develop their practice to ensure maximum learning for their classes. When 
teaching, we focus on motivating the children and building on their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the curriculum. 
 For effective teaching to take place, there are a number of ‘ingredients’ that we feel are needed. 
Whilst it is impossible to contain all of these elements in every lesson, we believe that our lessons 
must contain a number of these listed below: 
 

✓ A well prepared plan which ensures progression for all 

     ✓ A clear link to previous and future learning  

     ✓ A clear Learning Objective which is both shared with the children and referred to throughout  

the lesson  

      ✓ Success criteria developed with the children when appropriate.  

     ✓ Appropriate challenge for all children  
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     ✓ Clear differentiation to enable all pupils to access learning and make progress 

     ✓ Teacher modelling as part of the I do, We do, You do approach 

     ✓ High quality questioning 

     ✓ Hooks which fully engage pupils to embrace a new topic 

     ✓ Positive interactions between teacher and pupil, pupil and pupil and evidence of 

collaborative   learning  

      ✓ Pace  

      ✓ A review of the learning at the end of the lesson  

      ✓ Regular feedback to enhance learning, including instant marking 

      ✓ The use of ICT when appropriate 

       ✓ AFL present in all aspects of the lesson  

       ✓ Enthusiastic delivery  

       ✓ Consistent classroom management  

       ✓ Effective use of additional adults  

       ✓ Learning environment used to extend the curriculum  

       ✓ Elements of Metacognition 

       ✓ Use every opportunity to develop a child’s vocabulary 

 
We base teaching on our knowledge of the children’s level of attainment and differentiate tasks 
accordingly to provide challenge for each child’s level of ability.  
 
Inclusion: (Linked to our SEND Policy) 
 
Teachers set high expectations for every pupil They plan stretching work for pupils whose attainment is 
significantly above the expected standard. They have an even greater obligation to plan lessons for pupils 
who have low levels of prior attainment or come from disadvantaged backgrounds. Teachers use appropriate 
assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious.  
 
If a child has a special educational need or disability, our school does all it can to meet these individual 
needs. Our provision complies with the requirements set out in the SEND Code of Practice [2015] (Linked 
to our Send policy and individual school information reports). In most instances, if a concern arises 
suggesting that a child may have special educational needs, the teacher is able to provide resources and 

educational opportunities which meet these needs within the normal class organisation. 
 
We review the progress of each child termly and Pupil Progress Meetings are used to discuss with 
senior leadership team members, the progress of individuals and the whole class. Recognising 
the importance of efficient use of staff to foster pupil progress, we deploy Teaching Assistants as 
effectively as possible. Sometimes they work with individual children and sometimes they work 
with small groups, however at times they are used for hover support in order to promote 
independent learning. We also do all we can to support our staff in the further development of 
their skills through support and CPD, so that they can continually improve their practice. This 
includes the use of coaching to enable effective peer support 
 
THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT  
 
The surroundings in which children learn can greatly influence their academic performance at 
school. The environment should be an extension of the curriculum. The better the school looks, 
the more it inspires the people inside it. A well cared for classroom and learning environment can 
make pupils feel that what they achieve is important. Across our school, we aim to ensure that all 
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classrooms, group learning areas and whole school areas are spaces that everyone can use and 
be proud of. 
 
The Basics 
At Old Buckenham Primary School, all classroom environments will provide the following at an 
appropriate level for the age of the children learning in the classroom. The following will also be 
used within lessons to support teaching and learning: 

1. Objectives, success criteria and key questions are displayed and referred to in lessons. 
(These are not only important for children but also enable adults learning with children to 
be clear about teacher expectations).  

2. Prompts, ideas and good examples that are generated during lessons are displayed and 
referred to, to support future learning.  

3. Key questions are displayed and used to trigger prior knowledge. 
4. Curriculum displays include statements and questions to highlight key learning points. 
5. Key words and technical vocabulary are displayed and discussed for a variety of curriculum 

areas. Please note that any collections of words or phrases are displayed and updated 
regularly to ensure vocabulary links to an appropriate learning context. 

6. Vocabulary and definitions of words are referred to, discussed and used within teaching. 
 

✓ All areas must be kept tidy and organised- resources clearly labelled and stored 
appropriately.  

✓ Displays to be interactive, stimulating and interesting. They must be a learning resource.  
✓ Displays should be language rich.  
✓ Classroom displays include information about Growth mindset and Zones of Regulation.  
✓ Classrooms must be bright, well organised learning spaces, free from clutter. Pupils take 

on responsibility for ensuring their classroom is a pleasant and safe place to learn by being 
allocated specific roles. 

✓ Pupils need to know how to access resources and respect the environment. 
✓ Book areas need to invite children to read 

 
ROUTINES AND RULES  
Each of our teachers makes a special effort to establish good working relationships with all children 
in the  
class. We treat the children with respect. We treat them fairly and give them equal opportunity to 
take part in class activities.  
To help to create an effective environment for learning, all our teachers and learning support 
assistants follow the school policy with regard to behaviour management.  
We praise children for their efforts and, by so doing, we help to build positive attitudes towards 
school life and learning in general. 
 
How the policy is monitored  

• All staff are responsible for the effective implementation of this policy.  

• The policy will be monitored through conversations with pupils and class teachers. Pupils 
should be able to both explain how they receive feedback and how it helped them improve 
their learning.  

• Pupils work will form an important part of the monitoring process and this will be carried out 
alongside the pupils to allow them to provide vital input into the feedback process. 

 
Links with other policies  
 
This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 
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• Assessment for Learning Policy 

• Curriculum Policy 

• EYFS policy 

• Feedback and Marking Policy 

• SEND policy 

• Behaviour Policy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


